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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Excerpt from The University, in National Life Whether a large
increase in the number of University gradu ates, exercising an in uence on the educational system of the
country, will be a benefit to the State, depends upon the way in which the Universities conceive and discharge
their function. If the main energies of teachers and taught are concentrated upon examinations and these
examinations are framed in a narrow and specializing spirit, if teaching is dogmatic and learning parrotlike, if
it is possible for students to pass through a University without having been brought to the point of view from
which learning is regarded in Von Humboldt s words as something not yet revealed and never quite revealed , if
spe cialization is carried so far that neither Art nor Philosophy, the two all-pervading in uences in any truly
liberal education, enter into the ordinary work of the ordinary student, then very little will be gained by the
enlargement or multiplication of our Universities. Whether their main business be literary or scientific they will
have failed if they cannot do more than this, to give to the country what it should ask and receive from an
institution claiming to rank as a University. The mere aggrega tion under a single constitutional umbrella of a
Training College for Teachers, a Medical School, and a Technical Institute does not ensure the presence of those
qualities which we associate with the University tradition. To enable a teacher, a doctor, or an engineer to
obtain a minimum professional qualification is a useful function which may well be discharged in a University,
but it is not in itself a University function. The...
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