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7. De Aquis (the book treated of in this volume). The
preservation of this book up to the time of the invention of
printing, which forever secured it to posterity, reads like a
romance. The world is plainly indebted for it solely to the
labors of the pious monks of the Benedictine Monastery of
Montecassino;l the parent monastery, founded by Saint
Benedict himself in the year 529. Situated about half way, on
the railroad and the main highway, between Rome and Naples,
and not far to the eastward of a line drawn from one to the
other, on top of a mountain some fifteen hundred feet high,
rising with a very steep pitch directly up from the...
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