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language: English, abstract: Only now can we appreciate in
how many different ways the Origin departed from established
concepts and how many new directions it opened up. Every
modern discussion of man s future, the population explosion,
the struggle for existence, the purpose of man and the
universe, and man s place in nature rests on Darwin. (Mayr
1975: 7) With these words Ernst Mayr opens his introduction to
the facsimile of the first edition of Charles Darwin s On the
Origin of Species and thus outlines the dimensions of its
significance and place in cultural history. What separates the
Origin and its author from many other scientific works of
similar importance is the degree to which they have been
brought up in public debates and controversies; a trend that
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