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those that are merely probable must be used simply in obtaining
the probable error of the measurement as a whole. The value
for the length of the base must be diminished by the amount of
backward pressure, errors of alignment, and errors of
inclination; but the remaining errors having a double sign must
be regarded as probable; if individually they be represented by r
r r . rH, and the total error by R, we will have As the sides of the
triangulation are at different elevations and the base and check-
base not on the same plane, it is necessary to know their lengths
at some common-datum plane. This by common consent is the
half-tide level of the ocean. curvature at the mean latitude of the
base. From the corrected value for the length of the base c is to
be subtracted. If the...
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