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Excerpt: .Will he who swims not to the river run? And men
unpractised in exchanging knocks Must go to Jackson f ere
they dare to box. Whate er the weapon, cudgel, fist, or foil,
None reach expertness without years of toil Invenies alium, si te
hie fastidit Alexin. t Byron s taste for boxing brought him
acquainted, at an early period, with this distinguished
professor of the pugilistic art: for whom, throughout life, he
continued to entertain a sincere regard. In a note to the
eleventh canto of Don Juan, he calls him his old friend, and
corporeal pastor and master. But fifty dunces can, with perfect
ease, Tag twenty thousand couplets, when they please. Why
not?--shall I, thus qualified to sit For rotten boroughs, never
show my wit? Shall I, whose fathers with the quorum sate, And
lived in freedom on a fair estate; Who...
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