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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Selections From the Qur an The force and meaning
of the Qur an can only be rightly understood by constant reference to the life history of Muhammad, whose
mental development and religious conviction dominate the whole book. For the casual reader this is very
diIicult owing to the confused arrangement of the matter of the Qur an. Broadly speaking, the 114 chapters
(surahs) are arranged in order of mass from the longest to the shortest. In the main this is an inversion of the
chronological order, for the earliest utterances are confessedly those shortest ones which come near the end.
Besides this there is a good deal of dislocation of matter, later revelations being joined up with earlier ones on
the same subject or for other reasons not now discernible. The great prominence given in the Qu ran to the
idea of written revelation confirms the statements of the Moslem traditionists that, after the Prophet had recited
his oracles to his followers, they not only memorized them but wrote them down. These writings, however, were
not collected into one volume till aJer Muhammad s death. In A.H. 12 the first Caliph Abu Bakr commanded
Muhammad s secretary, Zaid ibn Thabit, to do this important work which he is said to have accomplished with
laborious care. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-
the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a...
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